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How the Coghlan family arrived in 
Fareham

The Coghlan family was originally from Bantry Bay, Ireland. It 
would seem that Cap tain John Coghlan, born in 1754 brought 
French Prisoners to Portchester Castle.

Portchester Castle where French 
Prisoners were kept

Ireland, Cork bottom of map

Below are two quotes from Irish papers;

�ٹȇד׏�Ɏǝ�(ƺƬƺȅƫƺȸًהחו׏�� ƏȇɎȸɵ� Əɵً�XȸƺǼƏȇƳً�ȒȇƬƺ�ƏǕƏǣȇ�ƫƺƬƏȅƺ�Ɏǝƺ�ƳƺɀɎǣȇƏɎǣȒȇ�Ȓǔ�Ə�
French Fleet. 43 ships and 15,000 men set sail from Brest in support of the Irish pa triot, 
Wolfe Tone. Tone, a founder 
member of the United Irishmen, 
was determined to establish an 
Irish Republic by armed rebel-
lion. Easterly storms off the Irish 
coast dis 
ȵƺȸɀƺƳ�Ɏǝƺ�ˢƺƺɎ�ƏȇƳ�ɯǝǣǼƺ�ɀȒȅƺ�
succeeded in anchoring in 
Bantry Bay, most were scat 
tered in the Atlantic. On 27th 
hƏȇɖƏȸɵוחו׏��Ɏǝƺ�ȒȸƳƺȸ�ɯƏɀ�Ǖǣɮ-
en to abandon the attempted 
invasion and the few remaining 
ships in the bay that were sea-
worthy sailed for France.”
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ٮɀ�ƫȸǣǕ�kƏȇǕƏȸȒȒً�ƬȒȅټȸƺɮǣȒɖɀ�ɎȒ�Ɏǝƺ�IȸƺȇƬǝ�ˢƺƺɎ�ƬȒȅǣȇǕ�ɎȒ�ƏȇƬǝȒȸً�ǝǣɀ�ȅƏǴƺɀɎɵ¨ٹ
manded by the Hon. Courtenay Boyle, fell in with it, and immediately proceeded off 
Crookhaven, a small harbour close to the entrance of Bantry Bay, in order to commu-
nicate the intelligence of the appearance of the enemy. On the morning of the 22nd 
Ȓǔ�(ƺƬƺȅ�ƫƺȸً�Ɏǝƺ�kƏȇǕƏȸȒȒ�ȅƏƳƺ�ȸƺȵƺƏɎƺƳ�ɀǣǕȇƏǼɀ�ǔȒȸ�Ə�ƫȒƏɎ�ǔȸȒȅ�Ɏǝƺ�ɀǝȒȸƺً�ɯǝǣƬǝ�
although they were distinctly seen, yet so high a sea was running at the time, and the 
wind was blowing so tremendously, that no boat would venture to put off. At length, 
however, a Mr Coghlan, observing the perseverance with which the signal was contin-
ɖƺƳً�ƏȇƳ�ƳƺƺȅǣȇǕ�ǣɎ�Ə�ƬƏɀƺ�Ȓǔ�ƺɴɎȸƺȅƺ�ɖȸǕƺȇƬɵً�ǣȇƳɖƬƺƳ�ˡɮƺ�ȅƺȇ�ɎȒ�ƏƬƬȒȅȵƏȇɵ�ǝǣȅ�
upon this dangerous service in a pilot boat, although they left the shore with but little 
ȵȸȒƫƏƫǣǼǣ�Ɏɵ�Ȓǔ�ȸƺƏƬǝǣȇǕ�Ɏǝƺ�kƏȇǕƏȸȒȒً�Ȓȸ�ǣǔ�Ɏǝƺɵ�ɀɖƬƬƺƺƳƺƳ�ǣȇ�ƳȒǣȇǕ�ɀȒً�Ȓǔ�ȸƺɎɖȸȇǣȇǕ�ǣȇ�
safety from her.” 

In the 1851 census it would appear that Michael & Fanny Coghlan still resided in Wind-
mill Lane, Portchester.



M. Coghlan Ltd Business, 
brief history

Xȇ�Ɏǝƺדהז׏��!ȒȅȅƺȸƬǣƏǼ�ÁȸƏƳƺ�(ǣȸƺƬɎȒȸɵ�Ɏǝƺȸƺ�ǣɀ�Ə�ȅƺȇɎǣȒȇ�Ȓǔ�Ə�!ȒƬǝǼƏȇً�
Michael (A spelling mistake) cabinet maker and upholsterer, Portland Street.

Michael Coghlan



By the 1871 census, there were seven Coghlan’s living at number 8 Portland 
³ɎȸƺƺɎً�ɀƺƺ�ǔƏȅǣǼɵ�Ɏȸƺƺ�ǣȇ�Ɏǝǣɀ�ȵɖƫǼǣƬƏɎǣȒȇِ�(ɖȸǣȇǕ�Ɏǝƺ�ǼƏɎƺټ׎׎ז׏�ɀ�Ɏǝƺ�ǔƏȅǣǼɵ�ȅȒɮƺƳ�
ȇƺɴɎ�ƳȒȒȸ�ɎȒ�zȒً׎׏��ƫɵ׎׏ח׏��ɯƺ�ǝƏƳ�ȅȒɮƺƳ�ɎȒ׎ב��¨ȒȸɎǼƏȇƳ�³ɎȸƺƺɎ�٢X�ƫƺǼǣƺɮƺ�¨ȒȸɎ-
land Street may have been re numbered?) 
�ɖȸ�ɯȒȸǸɀǝȒȵ�ɯƏɀ�ǣȇ�ǣɎټɀ�ȵȸƺɀƺȇɎ�ƏƳƳȸƺɀɀ�ƏɎ�áƺɀɎƫɖȸɵ�«Ƴً�IƏȸƺǝƏȅِ� ɵבאח׏��ɯƺ�
were also selling electric lights and bell installations as well as carrying out gen-
eral repairs to house properties.

¨ȒȸɎǼƏȇƳ�³Ɏה׎ח׏�

1910



Head stone in St Peter and St Pauls 
Church Fareham, East Wall Nr War 
Memorial Reads.

To the memory Michael Coghlan, who died February 17th 1853, Aged 55 years, Also 
of Frances Wife of the above, who died August 1st 1881, Aged 83 years, 
ƏǼɀȒ�Ȓǔ�ˡɮƺ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺǣȸ�ƬǝǣǼƳȸƺȇً�ɯǝȒ�ƳǣƺƳ�ɵȒɖȇǕً�ƏǼɀȒ�Ȓǔ��ǼǔȸƺƳ�hƏȅƺɀً�ǕȸƏȇƳɀȒȇ�Ȓǔ�
Ɏǝƺ�ƏƫȒɮƺً�ƏȇƳ�ɎǝǣȸƳ�ƬǝǣǼƳ�Ȓǔ�xǣƬǝƏƺǼ�ƏȇƳ��ȇȇƺ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇً�ɯǝȒ�ƳǣƺƳ�(ƺƬƺȅƫƺȸב׏�Ɏǝ�
�ȅȒȇɎǝɀِו��ɵƺƏȸ�ƏȇƳ׏��ƏǕƺƳًוהז׏



When the new church hall was built at St Peter and St Pauls Fareham, built by Mr 
 Ȓƫ�IȒȸƳƺȸً�ɯǝȒ�Ɏǝƺȇ�ƫƺƬƏȅƺ�ƫɖǣǼƳǣȇǕ�ǔȒȸƺȅƏȇ�ƏɎ�xِ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�nɎƳ�ǣȇِדוח׏���ȇ�ȒǼƳ�
Vault was built on and the stone was turned up side down, which reads. 
Sacred to the memory of Ann wife of John Coghlan, who departed this life, the 8th
September 1810 aged 70, also of Henry Coghlan, who died in the ......... ?
also of Margaret wife of, .......... ? who died the ....... ? years, also of John Coghlan
captain RN, of HM ship ....... ? died the, 10 .. January 181. aged .. 0 years, also of John
Coghlan husband of, the above Ann Coghlan and father of, the above Margaret 
and John, who died January 21st 1825, in the 71 st year of his age, also of Charles 
!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�ɯǝȒ�ƳǣƺƳً�xƏȸƬǝ�ِِِהבז׏��ƏǕƺƳה׏��ɵƺƏȸɀً�ƏǼɀȒ�Ȓǔ�xƏȸǣƏȇȇƺ�ɯǣǔƺ�Ȓǔً�hƏȅƺɀ�
Wrightt Esq and daughter of, the above Henry Coghlan, who departed this life, 
May 11th 1853 aged 27 years.

First “Coghlan’ recorded in our funeral record books



(ɖȸǣȇǕ�Ɏǝƺ�ƺƏȸǼɵ�Ǽټ׎׎ח�ɀ�Ɏǝƺ�ƳƺƬƺƏɀƺƳ�ɯȒɖǼƳ�ǝƏɮƺ�ɀɎƏɵƺƳ�ƏɎ�ǝȒȅƺ�ɖȇɎǣǼ�Ɏǝƺ�ƳƏɵ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�
funeral. Prior to the day the deceased would have been laid out and measured, and 
Ɏǝƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇ�ɯȒɖǼƳ�ǝƏɮƺ�ƫƺƺȇ�ȅƏƳƺً�ƏȇƳ�ȇȒȸȅƏǼǼɵ�ƳɖȸǣȇǕ�Ɏǝƺ�ƺƏȸǼɵ�ǝȒɖȸɀ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�ƺɮƺȇǣȇǕ�
Ɏǝƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇ�ɯȒɖǼƳ�ǝƏɮƺ�ƫƺƺȇ�ɎƏǸƺȇ�ǝȒȅƺً�ƏȇƳ�Ɏǝƺ�ƳƺƬƺƏɀƺƳ�ǼƏǣƳ�ɎȒ�ȸƺɀɎ�ǣȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇِ�
From the date of death to the funeral would be about 3 - 4 days. (See Lionel’s memo-
ȸǣƺɀً�ǔȒȸ�ȅȒȸƺ�ƏƫȒɖɎ�ƬȒǔˡȇɀ٣�

In the late 40’s people’s attitude towards death was beginning to change. In particular 
Ɏǝƺ�ȵȸƏƬɎǣƬƺ�Ȓǔ�ȸƺȅȒɮƏǼɀ�ǔȸȒȅ�ǝȒɖɀƺɀ�ɯƏɀ�ƫƺƬȒȅǣȇǕ�Ɏǝƺ�ȇȒȸȅِ� ɵ�Ɏǝƺ�ƺƏȸǼɵ�Ǽټ׎דח�ɀً�xِ�
Coghlan Ltd were hiring a chapel at St Christopher’s Hospital, formerly the old work 
ǝȒɖɀƺ�ǣȇ�áǣƬǸǝƏȅ�«Ƴِ��ȇד׏�Ɏǝ�xƏɵאדח׏��ɯȒȸǸ�Ȓȇ�Ȓɖȸ�Ȓɯȇ�ƬǝƏȵƺǼ�ɀɎƏȸɎƺƳً�ɀȒ�ɎǝƏɎ�
families could view the deceased on our premises in Westbury Road, the chapel was 
ƳƺƳǣƬƏɎƺƳ�Ȓȇה׏�Ɏǝ�zȒɮƺȅƫƺȸגדח׏��ƫɵ�«ƺɮټƳ��ِRِ�áƏɎǸǣȇɀ�٢àǣƬƏȸ�Ȓǔ�IƏȸƺǝƏȅ٣ً�«ƺɮټƳ�
(ِáِ�RȒƏȸƺ�٢àǣƬƏȸ�Ȓǔ�RȒǼɵ�ÁȸǣȇǣɎɵً�IƏȸƺ�ǝƏȅ�٣�ƏȇƳ�«ƺɮټƳ�(ِhِ�nƺɯǣɀ�٢¨ȸƺɀǣƳƺȇɎ�Ȓǔ�JȒɀȵȒȸɎً�
IƏȸƺǝƏȅ�ƏȇƳ�(ǣɀɎȸǣƬɎ�Iȸƺƺ�!ǝɖȸƬǝ�IƺƳƺȸƏǼ�!ȒɖȇƬǣǼ٣

 ɖǣǼƳǣȇǕ�Ȓǔ�zƺɯ�!ǝƏȵƺǼאדח׏�



Áǝƺ�!ǝƏȵƺǼ�ǣɀ�ȵǼƏǣȇǼɵ�ˡȇǣɀǝƺƳ�ǣȇ�
oak with subdued lighting, There 
is a stained glass win dow at the 
East end which was donated by a 
local stained glass artist. 

Also a small tiled room was on 
the North side, making it cool, for 
bodies to remain in. An air-con-
ditioning unit was not purchased 
ɖȇɎǣǼ�ƏƫȒɖɎِ׎זח׏�



¨ȸǣȒȸ�ɎȒהוח׏��Ɏǝƺ�ˡȸȅ�ǝƏƳ�ƏǼɯƏɵɀ�ǝǣȸƺƳ�Ə�ǝƺƏȸɀƺ�ǣȇ�ǔȸȒȅ�Ə� ǣǼǼ�nƏǸƺ�ɯǝȒ�ȒɯȇƺƳ�
sev eral limousines and a hearse. Whilst Richard Coghlan was training at “Frederick 
áِ�¨Əɵȇƺɀ�ǣȇ�kǣȇǕɀɎȒȇٮɖȵȒȇٮÁǝƏȅƺɀً�Əȇ�ȒǼƳ��ɖɀɎǣȇ�¨ȸǣȇƬƺɀɀ�ǝƺƏȸɀƺ�ƬƏȅƺ�ɖȵ�ǔȒȸ�
sale, which John Coghlan duly purchased from them. A few years later Bill Lake 
sold up and we purchased a limousine from him, an Austin Princess Registration 
ȇɖȅƫƺȸה׎א��æÁ«ِ�Áǝƺ�ȒȇǼɵ�ɮƺǝǣƬǼƺ�ȒɯȇƺƳ�ȵȸǣȒȸ�ɎȒ�Ɏǝǣɀ�ɯƏɀ�Ə�xȒȸȸǣɀדג���ƫǼƏƬǸ�ɮƏȇ�
which was used for removals, and a black Peugeot estate car which could be used 
ǔȒȸ�ƳǣɀɎƏȇƬƺ�ȸƺȅȒɮƏǼɀ�ƏȇƳ�ȒƬƬƏɀǣȒȇƏǼǼɵ�ɖɀƺƳ�Əɀ�Ə�ǝƺƏȸɀƺِ�(ɖȸǣȇǕ�Ɏǝƺ�ƺƏȸǼɵ�Ǽټ׎זח�ɀ�Ə�
purpose built garage was built on the premises.

Also about this time the amount of building work carried out had been very much 
re duced. This was mainly due to various cut-backs in local authority spending. Also 
ȅƏȇɵ�ȅȒȸƺ�ȵƺȒȵǼƺ�ɯƺȸƺ�ɎƏƬǸǼǣȇǕ�ƫɖǣǼƳǣȇǕ�ƏȇƳ�ƳƺƬȒȸƏɎǣȇǕ�ǴȒƫɀ�ɎǝƺȅɀƺǼɮƺɀِ�³Ȓ�ǣȇ�
Ɏǝƺ�ƺƏȸǼɵ�Ǽټ׎חח�ɀ�ǣɎ�ɯƏɀ�ƳƺƬǣƳƺƳ�ɎȒ�ˡȇǣɀǝ�ǕƺȇƺȸƏǼ�ƫɖǣǼƳǣȇǕ�ɯȒȸǸ�ƏȇƳ�ƬȒȇƬƺȇɎȸƏɎƺ�
solely on the funeral side of the business. 

Austin Princess Hearse (Similar to our one)

“

Austin Princess Hearse (Similar to our one)



The advent of the new Cre matorium 
about 3 miles away in Portchester, 
changed the way the busi ness ran, 
not having to drive to Southampton. 
¨ȸǣȒȸ�ɎȒזדח׏��Ə�ƬȸƺȅƏɎǣȒȇ�ɯƏɀ�Əȇ�ƏǼǼ�
day event.



Xȇ�ƺƏȸǼɵ׎׎׎א��ɯƺ�ǝƏƳ�Ȓɖȸ�ˡȸɀɎ�ǼƏƳɵ�ǔɖȇƺȸƏǼ�ƳǣȸƺƬɎȒȸ�³ƏǼǼɵ�áƏǼɎȒȇِ�Èȵ�ɎǣǼǼ�Ɏǝƺȇ�Ɏǝƺ�
funeral industry had been very much a male orient ated business. 
(ɵǣȇǕ�ǣɀ�Ə�ɀɖƫǴƺƬɎ�ȵƺȒȵǼƺ�ƏɮȒǣƳً�ƏȸɎǣƬǼƺٹ�¨ȒȸɎɀȅȒɖɎǝ�zƺɯɀב׎׎אٮו׎ٮאא�ٺ

Sally Walton, 43, has recently started her undertaker’s apprenticeship with 
x�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�nɎƳ�ƏǔɎƺȸ�ǴȒǣȇǣȇǕ�Ɏǝƺ�ǔƏȅ�ǣǼɵٮȸɖȇ�ˡȸȅ�Ɏǝȸƺƺ�ɵƺƏȸɀ�ƏǕȒِ�
³ƏǼǼɵ�ɀƏɵɀٹ�يXɎټɀ�Ə�ǔƏɀƬǣȇƏɎǣȇǕ�ǴȒƫ�
as a funeral is the third most 
ɀǣǕȇǣˡƬƏȇɎ�ƳƏɵ�Ȓǔ�Ə�ȵƺȸɀȒȇټɀ�Ǽǣǔƺً�
after their Christening and 
wedding. At dinner parties if I tell 
guests what I do, there is usually 
a deadly silence. No-one wants to 
talk about death, which after all is 
what my industry spe cializes in, 
but other people are in trigued 
and wish to know more. 
(ƺƏɎǝ�ƬƏȇ�ɀɎǣǼǼ�ƫƺ�Ə�ƫǣɎ�Ȓǔ�Ə�ɎƏƫȒȒ�
ɀɖƫǴƺƬɎِ

Funeral directing used to be a 
ɮƺȸɵ�ȅƏǼƺ�ǴȒƫً�ƳƺƺȅƺƳ�ɖȇɀɖǣɎƏƫǼƺ�
for the fairer sex, but women 
can bring a feminine compassion 
ɎȒ�Ɏǝƺ�ǴȒƫِ�çȒɖ�ȇƺƺƳ�Ə�ǼȒɎ�Ȓǔ�
diplomacy and patience, but
also some humour.”

“Once, a family asked for the 
return of the suit which we had 
put on a deceased, but 
unfortunately we had cut 
the back of it to get it on, 
so I had to explain this to
Ɏǝƺ�ǔƏȅǣǼɵِ�(ƺƬƺƏɀƺƳ�ƬƏȇ�ƫƺ�
very ri gid, and it is sometimes 
ƳǣǔˡƬɖǼɎ�ɎȒ�ǕƺɎ�ƬǼȒɎǝƺɀ�Ȓȇ�ȵȸȒȵƺȸǼɵِ



Recent progress with the internet and 
technology we can now book the 
crematorium on-line, print service 
sheets in-house, and even write
funeral services in re mote mountain 
areas and then email them by 
ȵǝȒȇƺ�ɎȒ�Ɏǝƺ�ȒǔˡƬƺِ��ǼɀȒً�ȇȒɯ�Ə�ƳƏɵɀ�
the client is very much in charge, 
telling us what they want, perhaps a 
áǣƬǸƺȸ�ƬȒǔˡȇ�Ȓȸ�Ə�ƬȒǼȒɖȸǔɖǼ�ƬȒǔˡȇ�ɯǣɎǝ�
photo’s on it, or a non-religious 
cere mony -rather than in the past us 
telling the client what they can have.

(ƺƏɎǝ�ǣɀ�ȵƏȸɎ�Ȓǔ�Ǽǣǔƺ�ƏȇƳ�ɯƺ�ɀǝȒɖǼƳ�ƏȇƳ�ȇƺƺƳ�ɎȒ�ƏƬƬƺȵɎ�Ɏǝǣɀِٺ



John Coghlan’s Memories

áǝƺȇ�X�ǴȒǣȇƺƳ�Ɏǝƺ�ǔƏȅǣǼɵ�ƫɖɀǣȇƺɀɀ�ǣȇًוגח׏��ȅɵ�ǔƏɎǝƺȸ�ƏȇƳ�ǕȸƏȇƳǔƏɎǝƺȸ�ɯƺȸƺ�ɯȒȸǸǣȇǕ�
ƏɎ�ǝǣǕǝ�ƫƺȇƬǝٮɎɵȵƺ�ƳƺɀǸɀ�ǣȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ȒǔˡƬƺِ��Ɏ�ɎǝƏɎ�Ɏǣȅƺ�ɯƺ�ɯƺȸƺ�ƬƏȸȸɵǣȇǕ�ȒɖɎ�ƫɖǣǼƳǣȇǕ�
work as well as being funeral directors. 

áǝƺȇ�X�ˡȸɀɎ�ɀɎƏȸɎƺƳ�X�ɯƏɀ�ȵɖɎ�Ȓȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ƫɖǣǼƳǣȇǕ�ɀǣƳƺً�ɯǝǣƬǝ�ǣȇƬǼɖƳƺƳ�ǕƺȇƺȸƏǼ�
ȅƏǣȇɎƺ�ȇƏȇƬƺ�ǴȒƫɀ�ɎȒ�ȵȸȒȵƺȸɎǣƺɀ�ǣȇ�ƏȇƳ�ƏȸȒɖȇƳ�IƏȸƺǝƏȅِ�X�ƏǼɀȒ�ɯȒȸǸƺƳ�ǣȇ�Ɏǝƺ�
ƬȒǔˡȇ�ɯȒȸǸ�ɀǝȒȵ�ɖȇɎǣǼِ׎דח׏��Xȇ׏דח׏��X�ƏɎɎƺȇƳƺƳ�¨ȒȸɎɀȅȒɖɎǝ�xɖȇǣƬǣȵƏǼ�!ȒǼǼƺǕƺ�ɎȒ�
learn building techniques two half days a week. On Wednesdays I would attend 
the college in the morning and in the afternoon would go to different builder’s 
merchants in the area to order paint, wood, glass etc. I also attended college two 
ƺɮƺȇǣȇǕɀ�Ə�ɯƺƺǸ�ƏȇƳ�Ɏǝƺȇ�ǣȇ׏דח׏��ɎȒȒǸ�Ə�ƬȒɖȸɀƺ�ǣȇ�ƺȅƫƏǼȅǣȇǕِ�Áǝǣɀ�ɎȒȒǸ�ȵǼƏƬƺ�ǣȇ�
Portsmouth one evening a week.

After leaving college, I would meet 
clients and estimate work for the 
building trade, and also sort out 
accounts, but did not get involved in 
any labouring, apart from making 
ƬȒǔˡȇɀِ�X�ƏǼɀȒ�ƳǣƳ�Ə�ǔƺɯ�ȸƺȅȒɮƏǼɀِ�
People either tele phoned or came to 
Ɏǝƺ�ȒǔˡƬƺ�ɎȒ�ǣȇǔȒȸȅ�ɖɀ�Ȓǔ�Ə�ƳƺƏɎǝِ�Áǝƺ�
ƳȒƬɎȒȸ�ɯȒɖǼƳ�ǕȒ�ɎȒ�Ɏǝƺ�ǝȒɖɀƺ�ˡȸɀɎ�ƏȇƳ�
then a nurse would go to lay the 
ȵƺȸɀȒȇ�ȒɖɎً�Ɏǝǣɀ�ɯƏɀ�ǸȇȒɯȇ�Əɀٻ�ˡȸɀɎ�
ȒǔˡƬƺɀِټ�zɖȸɀƺ�xƏȸƬǝ�ǼǣɮƺƳ�ǣȇ�JȒȸƳȒȇ�
Road, Fareham and I remember one 
evening, picking up Nurse March and 
Ɏǝƺȇ�ǝƏɮǣȇǕ�ɎȒ�ɯƏǼǸ�ƏƬȸȒɀɀ�Ɏǝƺ�ˡƺǼƳɀ�
ɎȒٻ�(ƺƏȇɀ�IƏȸȅټ�ɎȒ�ǼƏɵ�Ɏǝƺ�ƳƺƬƺƏɀƺƳ�ȒɖɎِ�
áƺ�ɯȒɖǼƳ�Ɏǝƺȇ�ȅƏǸƺ�Ɏǝƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇ�ɯǝǣƬǝ�
would be taken back to the house that 
evening to put the deceased in. The 
funeral director would go to the house 
everyday prior to the funeral tak ing 
ȵǼƏƬƺِ�Áǝǣɀ�ɯȒɖǼƳ�ƫƺ�ˡɮƺ�ɎȒ�ɀƺɮƺȇ�ƳƏɵɀِ



The local morgue used to be in Fareham cemetery (the little buildings on the north 
side of the cemetery). Sudden deaths would be taken to this local public morgue on 
a hand cart. The Coroner would go to the morgue and the post mortem would be car 
ried out to establish the cause of death. The deceased would then be wheeled direct-
Ǽɵ�ɎȒ�Ɏǝƺ�ƬƺȅƺɎƺȸɵِ�áƺ�ǝƏƳ�Ə�ƬȒȇɎȸƏƬɎ�ɯǣɎǝ�kȇȒɯǼƺ�RȒɀȵǣɎƏǼ�ɎȒ�ȸƺȅȒɮƺ�Ɏǝƺ�ƳƺƬƺƏɀƺƳِ�
Áǝƺ�ƳƺƏɎǝɀ�ɯƺȸƺ�ȅƏǣȇǼɵ�ȅƺȇ�ƏǔǔƺƬɎƺƳ�ƳɖȸǣȇǕ�áȒȸǼƳ�áƏȸ�Xِ�Áǝƺ�ˡȸɀɎ�ȸƺȅȒɮƏǼ�ɮƏȇ�ɯƏɀ�
a Jowett Javelin which was quite small and had a 2-cylinder engine. The year was 
�ɀ� ɖǣƬǸ�ǝƺƏȸɀƺ�ɎȒ�ƳȒ�ɎǝƺټȸǣȒȸ�ɎȒ�ȒɯȇǣȇǕ�Ȓɖȸ�Ȓɯȇ�ɮƏȇ�ɯƺ�ɯȒɖǼƳ�ɖɀƺ� ǣǼǼ�nƏǸƺ¨�ِזגח׏
removals and also for the funerals. I can remember other removal vehicles we had 
over a period of time. 

Xȇהגח׏��!ǝƏȸǼƺɀ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�ƫȒɖǕǝɎ�ǝǣɀ�ˡȸɀɎ�ƬƏȸ�ɯǝǣƬǝ�ɯƏɀ�Ə�xȒȸȸǣɀ��ɴǔȒȸƳً�ȇɖȅƫƺȸ�
plate FAA 181, normally though, he used his bike. I learned to drive in the Morris 
�ɴǔȒȸƳِ�áƺ�ƬȒȇɎǣȇɖƺƳ�ɎȒ�ǝǣȸƺ�Ə�ǝƺƏȸɀƺ�ƏȇƳ�ǼǣȅȒɖɀǣȇƺ�ǔȸȒȅ� ǣǼǼ�nƏǸƺ�ɖȇɎǣǼِהוח׏��X�Ɏǝƺȇ�
ȵɖȸƬǝƏɀƺƳ�Əȇ��ɖɀɎǣȇ�¨ȸǣȇƬƺɀɀ�ǝƺƏȸɀƺ�ǔȸȒȅ�Ɏǝƺ�ˡȸȅ�ɯǝƺȸƺ�ȅɵ�ɀȒȇ�«ǣƬǝƏȸƳ�ɯƏɀ�
train ing. At the same time we purchased an Austin princess from Bill Lake. Both the 
Hearse and Limousine had 4 litre lorry engines in them. They were built specially for 
Ɏǝƺ�ǔɖȇƺȸƏǼ�ɎȸƏƳƺِ�Áǝƺ�ǼǣȅȒɖɀǣȇƺټɀ�ȸƺǕǣɀɎȸƏɎǣȒȇ�ȇɖȅƫƺȸ�ɯƏɀה׎א��æÁ«ِ�

Prior to this I had always purchased an estate car so that we could double up for long 
ƳǣɀɎƏȇƬƺ�ȸƺȅȒɮƏǼɀِ�çƺɀً�ƏȇƳ�Ɏǝƺɵ�ɯƺȸƺ�ƏǼɯƏɵɀ�ƫǼƏƬǸٍ�X�ǝƏƳ�Ɏǝƺ�ȒȇǼɵ� ǼƏƬǸ³ٻ�ǣȅƬƏټ�ǣȇ�
the country.

For many years we had al-
ways had a small black van as 
a removal vehicle. These were 
always called ‘Handy’ by the 
funeral trade. Our 
last black van was an 
Austin, Registration H __ _ TEL. 
Xȇ�ƏƫȒɖɎ׎וח׏��ɯƺ�ȵɖȸƬǝƏɀƺƳ�
a Black Peugeot which was 
specially built so that we could 
use this as a small hearse or 
removal vehicles, should it be 
ȇƺƬ�ƺɀɀƏȸɵِ�Xȇ�ƏƫȒɖɎ׎זח׏��ɯƺ�
started using a larger white 
van for removals, this was not 
as conspicuous as a 
black van.

Austin Removal van, similar to ours

áƺ�ƏǼɀȒ�ǝƏƳ�ɀȵƺƬǣˡƬ�ɮƏȇɀ�Ȓȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ƫɖǣǼƳǣȇǕ�ɀǣƳƺ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�ƫɖɀǣȇƺɀɀِ�X�ƬƏȇ�ȸƺȅƺȅƫƺȸ�
once driving up to see my Uncle in Shrewsbury, and to take my family there we 
ȵɖɎ�Əȇ�ȒǼƳ�ɀȒǔƏ�ǣȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ƫƏƬǸِ�Áǝƺȸƺ�ɯƺȸƺ�ȇȒ�ɀƺƏɎ�ƫƺǼɎɀ�Ɏǝƺȇٍ



When people began to have their deceased in the chapel of rest, instead of at home, 
we started using a chapel at St Christopher Hospital, Wickham Rd, Fareham. Prior to 
this, St Christopher’s had been the old Victorian work house, incorporating a chap-
el for use by the poor. When the work house became a Hospital the chapel was not 
used any more, and my Father rented it for viewings. We also rented it out to other 
funeral directors.

�ɖȸ�ƬǝƏȵƺǼ�ƫƺǕƏȇ�ƫƺǣȇǕ�ƫɖǣǼɎ�Ȓȇד׏�Ɏǝ�xƏɵِאדח׏��Áǝƺ�ƬǝƏȵƺǼ�ȵǼƏȇɀ�ɯƺȸƺ�ƳȸƏɯȇ�ɖȵ�ȅɵ�
Mr Trigg, a local architect and then built by our building side of M. Coghlan Ltd, our 
ǔȒȸƺȅƏȇ�ƫƺǣȇǕ�xȸ�nƏɎɎɵِ�Áǝƺ�!ǝƏȵƺǼ�ɯƏɀ�ƳƺƳǣƬƏɎƺƳ�Ȓȇה׏�Ɏǝ�zȒɮƺȅƫƺȸגדח׏��ƫɵ�«ƺɮ�
�ِRِ�áƏɎǸǣȇɀ�٢àǣƬƏȸ�Ȓǔ�³Ɏ�¨ƺɎƺȸ�ۭ�³Ɏ�¨ƏɖǼټɀ�!ǝɖȸƬǝً�IƏȸƺǝƏȅ٣ً�«ƺɮ�(ِáِ�RȒƏȸƺ�
٢àǣƬƏȸ�Ȓǔ�RȒǼɵ�ÁȸǣȇǣɎɵ�!ǝɖȸƬǝً�IƏȸƺǝƏȅ٣�ƏȇƳ�«ƺɮ�(ƏɮǣƳ�hِ�nƺɯǣɀ�٢¨ȸƺɀǣƳƺȇɎ�Ȓǔ�
JȒɀȵȒȸɎ�ۭ�IƏȸƺǝƏȅ�ƏȇƳ�(ǣɀɎȸǣƬɎ�Iȸƺƺ�!ǝɖȸƬǝ�IƺƳƺȸƏǼ�!ȒɖȇƬǣǼً�ƏȇƳ�xǣȇǣɀɎƺȸ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�
ǼȒ�ƬƏǼ�ƬȒȇǕȸƺǕƏɎǣȒȇƏǼ�ƬǝɖȸƬǝ٣� ɵ�Ɏǝƺ�ƺƏȸǼɵټ׎דח׏�ɀ�ȅȒɀɎ�ɮǣƺɯǣȇǕɀ�ɯƺȸƺ�ǝƺǼƳ�ǣȇ�Ȓɖȸ�
own chapel of rest and not at pri vate homes. 

X�ɀɎƏȸɎƺƳ�ƳȸǣɮǣȇǕ�Ȓȇ�ȅɵז׏�Ɏǝ�ƫǣȸɎǝƳƏɵ�ǣȇהגח׏��ƏȇƳ�ǝƏƳ�ɎɯȒٮא�ǝȒɖȸ�ǼƺɀɀȒȇɀ�ǔȒǼǼȒɯƺƳ�
by two half hour lessons, but learnt most of the skills by watching Bill Lake. I took 
the driving test in Portsmouth but was able to drive whilst learning without 
anyone with me. 

xɵ�ˡȸɀɎ�ǔɖȇƺȸƏǼ�ǣȇ׎דח׏��ɯƏɀ�ǔȸȒȅ�!ȒǼƺȇɀȒ�«ȒƏƳً�IƏȸƺǝƏȅٮ�Əȇ�ȒǼƳ�RȒǼɵ�ÁȸǣȇǣɎɵ�
Church choir member. In those days we hired the hearse and limousine from Trinity 
JƏȸƏǕƺ�ɯǝǣƬǝ�ɯƏɀ�ȸɖȇ�ƫɵ�«ƺǕ�RȒɯƏȸƳ�ƏȇƳ�ǝǣɀ�ɀȒȇٮǣȇٮǼƏɯ� ǣǼǼ�nƏǸƺً�ɯǝȒ�ǼƏɎƺȸ�ƫƺƬƏȅƺ�
Ə�ƫƺƏȸƺȸ�ǔȒȸ�ɖɀِ�XɎ�ɯƏɀ�ȇƺƬƺɀɀƏȸɵ�ɎȒ�ɎƺǼƺȵǝȒȇƺ�Ɏǝƺȅ�ˡȸɀɎ�ɎȒ�ȅƏǸƺ�ɀɖȸƺ�Ɏǝƺɵ�ǝƏƳ�Ɏǝƺ�
vehicles available because they also supplied the vehicles to Mr. Moss of 
IƏȸƺǝƏȅً�xȸِ�IȸƺƺȅƏȇɎǼƺ�Ȓǔ�ÁǣɎƬǝˡƺǼƳً�xȸِ�kȇǣǕǝɎ�ƏɎ�áǣƬǸǝƏȅ�ƏȇƳ�xȸِ�zƺɯƫɖȸɵ�Ȓǔ�
Warsash. Their Austin hearse was very square and they later bought another one, 
rather like a Princess. The limousine was a Buick.



�ǼǼ�Ɏǝƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇɀ�ɯƺȸƺ�ȅƏƳƺ�ǔȸȒȅ�ƫȒƏȸƳɀ�ɀɖȵȵǼǣƺƳ�ƫɵ�xƺɀɀȸɀ�(ȒɎɎȸǣƳǕƺِ�Áǝƺ�ƫȒɎɎȒȅ�
ɯƏɀ�ƬɖɎ�ȒɖɎ�ˡȸɀɎً�Ɏǝƺȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ƺȇƳɀ�ȵɖɎ�Ȓȇً�Ɏǝƺȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ɀǣƳƺɀ�ɯƺȸƺ�ɀǝƏȵƺƳ�ƏȇƳ�ˡɎɎƺƳِ�Áǝƺ�
shaping was done by using very hot water, brushed on or steamed. Molding then 
covered the nails, with sanding down done by hand. In the early stages, French pol ish 
liquid was applied with a rag, drying quickly it was built up in layers until highly pol-
ǣɀǝƺƳِ�áƺ�ǼƏɎƺȸ�ɖɀƺƳ�ɯƏɴ�ȵȒǼǣɀǝِ�xȒɀɎ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇɀ�ɯƺȸƺ�ȅƏƳƺ�Ȓǔ�ƺǼȅً�ȒƏǸ�ȒȇǼɵ�ƫƺǣȇǕ�
ɖɀƺƳ�ǣǔ�Ə�ɀȵƺƬǣƏǼ�ȸƺȷɖƺɀɎ�ɯƏɀ�ȅƏƳƺِ�Áǝƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇɀ�ɎȒȒǸ�ƺǣǕǝɎ�ǝȒɖȸɀ�ɎȒ�ƬȒȇɀɎȸɖƬɎ�ƏȇƳ�
Lionel Etherington and Peter Elmes had this task. 

Áǝƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇɀ�ɯƺȸƺ�ȵǣɎƬǝƺƳ�Ȓȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ǣȇɀǣƳƺِ�Xȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ƺƏȸǼɵټ׎וח׏�ɀ�ƬȒǔˡȇɀ�ɀɎƏȸɎƺƳ�ɎȒ�ƫƺ�ƫȒɖǕǝɎ�
in pre-made and were or dered from Ingell Parson. Handles and plates came from 
(ȒȸǣƳǕƺټɀ�ǣȇ�nȒȇƳȒȇِ�³Ȓȅƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇ�ȵǼƏɎƺɀ�ɯƺȸƺ�ȵƏǣȇɎƺƳ�ƫɵ�ǝƏȇƳ�ɯǣɎǝ�Ɏǝƺ�ȇƏȅƺً�ƳƏɎƺ�
Ȓǔ�ƳƺƏɎǝ�ƏȇƳ�ƏǕƺ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�Ƴƺ�ƬƺƏɀƺƳ�ƫɵ�RƏɵɎƺȸɀ�Ȓǔ�¨ȒȸɎƬǝƺɀɎƺȸِ�(ƺǼǣɮƺȸǣƺɀ�ɯƺȸƺ�ȅƏƳƺ�
throughout the war. 

Áǝƺ�ȅƏǣȇ�ȒǔˡƬƺ�ɯƏɀ�ȒȸǣǕǣȇƏǼǼɵ�ǣȇ�¨ȒȸɎǼƏȇƳ�³Ɏً�ƏȇƳ�ǣȇחזז׏��Ɏǝƺ�ȒǔˡƬƺ�ɯƏɀ�ȅȒɮƺƳ�ɎȒ�
áƺɀɎƫɖȸɵ�«Ƴِ�áƺ�ƏǼɀȒ�ǝƏƳ�Əȇ�ȒǔˡƬƺ�ƏɎٻ�xǣǼƺ�³ɎȒȇƺז׏׏�ټ�áƺɀɎ�³ɎȸƺƺɎً�IƏȸƺǝƏȅِ�!ǝƏȸ�Ǽǣƺ�
!ȒǕǝǼƏȇً�ȅɵ�IƏɎǝƺȸً�ǼǣɮƺƳ�ƏɎ׏׏��áƺɀɎƫȒȸȇ�«ȒƏƳ�ǔȸȒȅואח׏��ƏȇƳ�X�ȅȒɮƺƳ�ǣȇɎȒ�áƺɀɎ�ƫȒȸȇ�
«ȒƏƳ�ǣȇًבדח׏��ɀǣɴ�ɯƺƺǸɀ�ƫƺǔȒȸƺ�X�ȅƏȸȸǣƺƳ�³ɵǼɮǣƏ�¨Ȓȵƺِ�

áǝƺȇ�X�ǴȒǣȇƺƳ�Ɏǝƺ�ˡȸȅ�Ɏǝƺȸƺ�ɯƏɀ�ȒȇǼɵ�Ȓȇƺ�ɎƺǼƺȵǝȒȇƺ�Ǽǣȇƺٮ�ȇɖȅƫƺȸ�³ِ׎׎א�Ȓ�ɎǝƏɎ�X�
could be contacted at home we had a wind-up telephone. To make the bell ring at 
Ɏǝƺ�ȒǔˡƬƺ�X�ɖɀƺƳ�ɎȒ�ǝƏɮƺ�ɎȒ�ɯǣȇƳ�Ə�ǝƏȇƳǼƺ�ƏȇƳ�ɮǣɀƏ�ɮƺȸɀƏ�ɎȒ�ƬȒȇɎƏƬɎ�ǝȒȅƺِ�IȒȸ�Ə�ǼȒɎ�Ȓǔ�
the call-outs, people used to come in person, or, being a small town knew where to 
ˡȇƳ�ɵȒɖِ�

xɵ�ɎƺǼƺȵǝȒȇƺ�ȇɖȅƫƺȸ�ɯƏɀ׏ו׏א��ƏȇƳ�Ɏǝƺ�ȒǔˡƬƺ�ȇɖȅƫƺȸ�ɯƏɀً׎׎אא��Ɏǝƺ�ȒǔˡƬƺ�ɎƺǼƺ�ȵǝȒȇƺ�
ɯƏɀ�ƏǼɀȒ�ɯǣȸƺƳ�ɎȒ�ȅɵ�IƏɎǝƺȸټɀ�ǝȒɖɀƺً�ɯǝǣƬǝ�ɯƏɀ�ȒȵȵȒɀǣɎƺ�Ɏǝƺ�ȒǔˡƬƺ�ǣȇ�áƺɀɎ�ƫɖȸɵ�«Ƴِ�
Áǝƺȸƺ�ɯƺȸƺ�ȇȒ�ƺɴɎƺȇɀǣȒȇɀ�ǣȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ȒǔˡƬƺ�ɖȇɎǣǼِ׎וח׏��áƺ�ȒȇǼɵ�ǝƏƳ�Ȓȇƺ�ȵǝȒȇƺِ�X�ȅƏƳƺ�Ə�
complicated intercom system, which worked well for many years. It was made up of 
Ə�ƬȒȸƺ�Ȓǔ�ƏƫȒɖɎד׏��ɯǣȸƺɀ�ɎȒ�ƏǼǼ�Ɏǝƺ�ɮƏȸǣȒɖɀ�ȒǔˡƬƺɀِ�áƺ�ƬȒɖǼƳ�Ɏǝƺȇ�ƬȒȇɎƏƬɎ�Ɏǝƺ�ɮƏȸǣȒɖɀ�
ȒǔˡƬƺɀ�ƏȇƳ�ɯȒȸǸɀǝȒȵِ�áƺ�ɯȒɖǼƳ�Ɏǝƺȇ�ǝƏɮƺ�ɎȒ�ȸɖɀǝ�ƳȒɯȇ�ɀɎƏǣȸɀ�ɎȒ�ɎƏǸƺ�Əȇɵ�ȅƏǣȇ�ƬƏǼǼɀِ�

Xȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ƺƏȸǼɵټ׎וח׏�ɀ�X�ȅƏƳƺ�Əȇ�Əȇɀɯƺȸ�ȅƏƬǝǣȇƺً�Ɏǝǣɀ�ɯƏɀ�ƫƺǔȒȸƺ�ɵȒɖ�ƬȒɖǼƳ�ƫɖɵ�Ɏǝƺȅِ�XɎ�
worked when the phone rang, and a microphone picked up the bell sound, a motor 
then operated which lifted the telephone receiver. Once lifted a tape recorder started 
and told the person where to phone, or told them to call back later, it was mainly 
made out of ‘Meccano’ Having lived so near to the premises all my life, I was used to 
playing in the yard on many occasions. 

M. Coghlan premises used to go right up to the path between West born Rd & West-
ƫɖȸɵ�ȵƏɎǝِ��ǼȒȇǕ�Ȓɖȸ�ƫȒɖȇƳƏȸɵ�ɖɀƺƳ�ɎȒ�ƫƺ�ˡɮƺ�ǼƏȸǕƺ�RȒȸɀƺ�!ǝƺɀɎȇɖɎ�Ɏȸƺƺɀِ�XɎ�ɯƏɀ�
rumoured that Charlie, my father wanted to create a back driveway into Westborn Rd, 
ƫɖɎ�IƏȸƺǝƏȅ�ÈȸƫƏȇ�(ǣɀɎǣȇƬɎ�!ȒɖȇƬǣǼ�ɯȒɖǼƳ�ȇȒɎ�ƏǼǼȒɯ�Ɏǝǣɀ�ƫƺƬƏɖɀƺ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�Ɏȸƺƺɀً�ɀȒ�Ɏǝƺ�
ǼȒƬƏǼ�ƬǝƺȅǣɀɎ�ɀɖǕǕƺɀɎƺƳ�ƳȸǣǼǼǣȇǕ�Ɏǝƺ�Ɏȸƺƺɀ�ۭ�Ɏǝƺȇ�ǣȇǴƺƬɎǣȇǕ�ɀɖǼȵǝɖȸǣƬ�ƏƬǣƳ�ǣȇɎȒ�Ɏǝƺȅِ�
My father did this but the trees grew even better.



(ɖȸǣȇǕ�Ɏǝƺ�ɯƏȸ�ɵƺƏȸɀ�X�ƬƏȇ�ȸƺȅƺȅƫƺȸ�ȵƏȸɎ�Ȓǔ�Ȓɖȸ�ǼƏȇƳ�ƫƺǣȇǕ�ƬȒȅȵɖǼɀȒȸǣǼɵ�ȵɖȸ-
ƬǝƏɀƺƳ�ƫɵ�Ɏǝƺ�ɯƏȸ�ȒǔˡƬƺ�ƏȇƳ�ƏǣȸٮȸƏǣƳ�ɀǝƺǼɎƺȸɀ�ɯƺȸƺ�ƫɖǣǼɎ�Ȓȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ȇȒȸɎǝ�ȵƏȸɎ�Ȓǔ�Ȓɖȸ�
present premises and chapel of rest. The two shelters were Anderson shelters about 
15 foot by 20 foot, with bare benches to sit on around the inside and an air vent. On 
many occa sions, if there was an air-raid warning we would have to evacuate our 
home and run to the shelters. 

Many a night was spent in them. I can remember coming out of the shelter after a 
�א��ǼƏȇƳƺƳ�ƏƫȒɖɎټ�ƫɖǕٮƳȒȒƳǼٻ��ǝƏƳ�ǕȒȇƺ�Ȓɮƺȸ�ƏȇƳ�ǼƺƏȇǣȇǕ�Ȓȇ�Ə�ǔƺȇƬƺً�ɎǝƺټƫɖǕٮȒȒƳǼƺ)ٻ
miles away north of Fareham and exploded. I could feel the fence vi brating and the 
earth trembled. Another time I was walking up Portland Street and a bomb landed 
on Fraser (Opposite what is now Holbrook swimming pool) about 2 miles away. 

Fraser was an ammunition depot. The force of the explosion lifted me off my feet 
and threw me several feet up the road. Beyond the shelters was the ‘British Restau-
rant’. Anyone could purchase food here during the war. The custard used to taste 
ǼǣǸƺ�ɵƺǼǼȒɯ�ȵƏǣȇɎٍ

¨ȸǣȒȸ�ɎȒ�(ٮ(Əɵ�Ɏǝƺȸƺ�ɯƏɀ�ǼȒɎɀ�Ȓǔ�ƏƬɎǣɮǣɎɵ�ƏȸȒɖȇƳ�IƏȸƺǝƏȅِ� ƺɎɯƺƺȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ƏǣȸٮȸƏǣƳ�ɀǝƺǼٮ
ters on our premises, an old ‘Bell Tent’ was erected by the army and used as a com-
munication tent. The telephone exchange was already there, so I presume they 
con nected directly into the exchange. 

�ǼǼ�ƏǼȒȇǕ��ɀƫȒȸȇ�«Ƴ�Ɏǝƺȸƺ�ɯƺȸƺ��ȸȅɵ�nȒȸȸǣƺɀ�ǕƺɎ�ɎǣȇǕ�ȸƺƏƳɵ�ǔȒȸ�(ٮ(Əɵِ�X�ɯƏɀ�ȒǔǔƺȸƺƳ�
porridge oaks with cold milk on them, which tast ed really nice.

Just up the road from M Coghlan Ltd premises by Palmerston Ave, a large 20ft x 15ft 
ɎƏȇǸ�ɯƏɀ�ƺȸƺƬɎƺƳِ�Áǝǣɀ�ɯƏɀ�ǔƏǼǼ�Ȓǔ�ɯƏɎƺȸ�ǣȇ�ƬƏɀƺ�Ɏǝƺ�ˡȸƺ�ɀƺȸɮǣƬƺ�ȇƺƺƳƺƳ�ǣɎ�Ȓȸ�ɯƺ�ȇƺƺƳٮ
ed drinking water. A sign ‘SWS’ can still be seen in Osborn Rd - Static Water Supply. 
Opposite our house in Westboro Rd another small air-raid shelter was built, this ex-
ɎƺȇƳƺƳ�ǣȇɎȒ�Ɏǝƺ�ȸȒƏƳً�ɯǝǣƬǝ�ȅƏƳƺ�ǣɎ�ƳǣǔˡƬɖǼɎ�ǔȒȸ�ȅɵ�IƏɎǝƺȸ�ɎȒ�Ƴȸǣɮƺ�ǝǣɀ�ƬƏȸ�ȒɖɎ�Ȓǔ�ǝǣɀ�
driveway.

(ɖȸǣȇǕ�Ɏǝƺ�ɯƏȸ�X�ɯƏɀ�Ə�ȅƺȅƫƺȸ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺח�Ɏǝ�IƏȸƺǝƏȅ�³ƬȒɖɎɀً�ƫƏɀƺƳ�ƏɎ�¨ȸǣƬƺټɀ�³ƬǝȒȒǼِ�
áƺ�ǝƏƳ�ǝǣǸƺƳ�ɎȒ�áǣƬǸǝƏȅً�ƏȇƳ�ɯƺȸƺ�ǴɖɀɎ�ɀƺɎɎǣȇǕ�ɖȵ�Ȓɖȸ�ɎƺȇɎɀً�ɯǝƺȇ�Əȇ�Əȸȅɵ�ȒǔˡƬƺȸ�
informed us that we were not allowed to camp within 10 miles of the coast, so we 
had to hike another 5 miles north, before we could camp. 

Lucky for us we managed to get a lift back to North Hill, Fareham by a Canadian 
�ȸȅɵ�ȒǔˡƬƺȸِ�Rƺ�ɯƏɀ�ȒȇǼɵ�ƏǼǼȒɯƺƳ�ɎȒ�ɎƏǸƺ�ɖɀ�ƫƏƬǸ�ɎȒ�zȒȸɎǝ�RǣǼǼ�ƫƺƬƏɖɀƺ�IƏȸƺǝƏȅ�
ɯƏɀ�ȒɖɎ�Ȓǔ�ƫȒɖȇƳɀ�ɎȒ�ɎȸƏȇɀȵȒȸɎً�ƫƺ�ƬƏɖɀƺ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�ȵȸƺȵƏȸƏɎǣȒȇ�Ȓǔ�(ٮ(Əɵِ

Westborn



X�ǝƏɮƺ�ƏǼɯƏɵɀ�ƫƺƺȇ�ǼƺǔɎ�ǝƏȇƳƺƳ�ƏȇƳ�ɯǝƺȇ�X�ɯƏɀ�ƏɎ�ɀƬǝȒȒǼ�ƏǕƺƳד��Ȓȸה��X�ɯƏɀ�ƬƏȇƺƳ�Ȓȇ�
my left hand by the teacher to try and stop me using it, because in the early thirties 
it was frowned upon. When I began working for M. Coghlan Ltd, I was serving an 
ap prenticeship. I was told I would have to use my right hand to plane with, because 
in a large workshop with lots of men planning, a left hand planer would get in the 
way of other workers. When I started my apprenticeship I should have been given a 
ƬƺȸɎǣˡ�ƬƏɎƺ�ɀǝȒɯǣȇǕ�ȅɵ�ȸƺƬȒȸƳ�Ȓǔ�ƏƬǝǣƺɮƺȅƺȇɎً�ƫɖɎ�X�ɯƏɀ�ȇƺɮƺȸ�Ǖǣɮƺȇ�Ȓȇƺ�ƏȇƳ�ǼɖƬǸɵ�
ǔȒȸ�ȅƺً�X�ȇƺɮƺȸ�ȇƺƺƳƺƳ�ǣɎ�ƫƺƬƏɖɀƺ�X�ȇƺɮƺȸ�ƬǝƏȇǕƺƳ�ǴȒƫɀ�ǣȇ�ƏǼǼ�ȅɵבה��ɵƺƏȸɀ�Ȓǔ�ɯȒȸǸِ�

ÁǝǣȇǸǣȇǕ�ƫƏƬǸ�ɎȒ�Ə�ȅȒȸȇǣȇǕ�ǣȇ�³ƺȵɎƺȅƫƺȸًובח׏��ȅɵ�ˡȸɀɎ�ȸƺƬȒǼǼƺƬɎǣȒȇ�ǣɀ�Ȓǔ�ƬǝƏɀǣȇǕ�
cattle from the yard which were being driven from the park to market. This was a 
ȸƺǕɖǼƏȸ�xȒȇƳƏɵז�Əȅ�ǴȒƫً�ǔȒȸ�ɀȒȅƺ�Ɏǣȅƺِ�0ɮƺȸɵɎǝǣȇǕ�ƬǝƏȇǕƺƳ�ɀȒ�ȅɖƬǝ�ǣȇ�Ɏǝƺבה��
ɵƺƏȸɀ�ɎȒ�ǔȒǼǼȒɯٍٍ�

X�ɯƏɀ�ɯƺƏȸǣȇǕ�Ɏǝƺ�ɀǣǼǸ�ɎȒȵ�ǝƏɎ�ƏȇƳ�ɎƏǣǼƺƳ�ƬȒƏɎ�ƏɎ�Ɏǝƺ�ƏǕƺ�Ȓǔה׏��ɵƺƏȸɀِ��Ɏ�ɎǝƏɎ�Ɏǣȅƺ�Ɏǝƺ�
ǔȒɖȸ�ƫƺƏȸƺȸɀא�٢�ƬƏȸȵƺȇɎƺȸɀ�ƏȇƳא��ȵƏǣȇɎƺȸɀ٣�ɀƏɎ�ƏɎ�Ɏǝƺ�ɀǣƳƺɀ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇ�ǣȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ǝƺƏȸɀƺً�
ɯƺƏȸǣȇǕ�Ɏǝƺǣȸ�ɎȒȵȵƺȸɀٍ�
The hearse of the day, being much taller, allowed top hats to be worn. I used to 
dread 1.30pm funerals -because of running the gauntlet of school boys in Westbury 
Path -when snow was around. Imagine the target for snowballs? I had my ‘topper’ 
ǸȇȒƬǸƺƳ�Ȓǔǔ�ȅȒȸƺ�ɎǝƏȇ�ȒȇƬƺ�٢ƏȅȒȇǕɀɎ�Ƭǝƺƺȸɀٍٍ٣

Lionel Etherington ‘s Memories



Another difference with today was that we always wore white gloves for children’s 
or Freemason’s funerals. 

!Ȓǔˡȇ�ȅƏǸǣȇǕ�ɯƏɀ�ǝƏȸƳ�ɯȒȸǸِ�Áǝƺɵ�ɯƺȸƺ�ȅƏƳƺ�ǔȸȒȅ�ɀȒǼǣƳ�ƫȒƏȸƳɀً�ˡȸɀɎ�ƬɖɎɎǣȇǕ�Ɏǝƺ�
Ƭɖȸɮƺɀ�ǔȒȸ�ƫƺȇƳǣȇǕِ�Áǝƺɀƺ�ǝƏƳ�ɎȒ�ƫƺה׏׏ב�Ɏǝ�Ȓǔ�Əȇ�ǣȇƬǝ�ɎǝǣƬǸِ��ȇƺ�ƬɖɎ�ɎȒȒ�ȅƏȇɵ�ƏȇƳ�
Ɏǝƺ�ƫȒƏȸƳ�ɯȒɖǼƳ�ƬȸƏƬǸ�Ȓȇ�ƫƺȇƳǣȇǕٍٍ�Áǝƺ�ƫƺȇƳ�ɯƏɀ�ǝƺǼȵƺƳ�ƫɵ�ƫȒǣǼǣȇǕ�ɯƏɎƺȸ�ƫƺǣȇǕ�
poured on the curves. The boards themselves were supplied by ‘Pinks’ of Wickham 
«ȒƏƳ�ƏȇƳ�Ɏǝƺ�ˡȇǣɀǝƺƳ�ƬȒǔˡȇ�ɯƏɀ�Ɏǝƺȇ�IȸƺȇƬǝ�ȵȒǼǣɀǝƺƳِ�

�ƏǸ�ƬȒǔˡȇɀ�ɯƺȸƺ�ɯƏɴ�ȵȒǼ�ǣɀǝƺƳ�ɯǣɎǝ�ǝȒȅƺٮȅƏƳƺ�ȵȒǼǣɀǝ�٢ƫƺƺɀɯƏɴً�ǼǣȇɀƺƺƳ�ȒǣǼ�ƏȇƳ�
ɎɖȸȵƺȇɎǣȇƺ٣ِ�Áǝƺ�ǣȇɀǣƳƺ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇɀ�ɯƺȸƺ�ɀƺƏǼƺƳ�ɯǣɎǝٻ�ȵǣɎƬǝټ�ɯǝǣƬǝ�ɯƏɀ�ƫȒǣǼƺƳ�Ȓȇ�Ə�
gas ring. Frederick Coghlan always said that you could sail the creek in one as it was 
ƬȒȅȵǼƺɎƺǼɵ�ɀƺƏǼƺƳِ�Áǝƺ�ƬȒȅȵǼƺɎƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇ�ɯȒɖǼƳ�ɎƏǸƺ�Ȓȇƺ�ɯǝȒǼƺ�ƳƏɵ�ɎȒ�ȵȸƺȵƏȸƺ�ƫɵ�Ə�
man and his apprentice. 

Áǝƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇɀ�ɯƺȸƺ�ɎƏǸƺȇٻ�ǝȒȅƺټ�ɎȒ�Ɏǝƺ�ǔƏȅǣǼɵټɀ�ȸƺɀǣƳƺȇƬƺ�ƏǔɎƺȸ�ƳƏȸǸِ�Xǔ�Ɏǝǣɀ�ɯƏɀ�ǼȒƬƏǼ�
then they were taken on the varnished oak handcart with oil lamps at front and 
ȸƺƏȸِ�٢X�ǝƏƳ�ɎȒ�Ɏȸǣȅ�ƏȇƳ�ǔȸǣǼǼ�Ɏǝƺɀƺ�ǔȒȸ�ȇǣǕǝɎ�ȸƺȅȒɮƏǼɀٮ��ȸƏɎǝƺȸ�àǣƬɎȒȸǣƏȇٍ٣�áǝƺȇ�Ɏǝƺ�
ƬȒǔˡȇ�ƏȸȸǣɮƺƳ�ƏɎ�Ɏǝƺ�ǝȒɖɀƺً�Ɏǝƺ�ƳƺƬƺƏɀƺƳ�ɯƏɀٻ�ǼƏǣƳ�ǣȇ�ɀɎƏɎƺټ�ǣȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ǔȸȒȇɎ�ȸȒȒȅِ�
I was thrown in at the deep end on removals. 

Áǝƺ�ˡȸɀɎً�ƏɎ�Ɏǝƺ�ƏǕƺ�Ȓǔًה׏��ɯƏɀ�ɎɯȒ�ǼƏƳǣƺɀ�ɯǝȒ�ǝƏƳ�ǕƏɀɀƺƳ�ɎǝƺȅɀƺǼɮƺɀ�ƏȇƳ�ǼƏɵ�ǣȇ�Ə�
double bed, clutching their bank books. They were found after 4 days - a pathetic 
ɀǣǕǝɎٍِ�xȸ�!ǝƏȸǼǣƺ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�ɖɀƺƳ�ɎȒ�ƬǝȒǸƺ�ɖɀ�ƏǼǼ�ɯǣɎǝ�ǝǣɀ�ȵǣȵƺً�ɎȒ�ǸǣǼǼ�Ɏǝƺ�ɀȅƺǼǼٍ��ȵȒǼ-
ogies for gruesome descriptions. But that is how life and death was. These three 
cases stick in my memory being so young I suppose.

XɎ�ɯƏɀ�ɯǝƺȇ�ȵɖɀǝǣȇǕ�Ə�ƬȒǔˡȇ�ɎȒ�³Ɏ�!ǝȸǣɀɎȒȵǝƺȸټɀ�RȒɀȵǣɎƏǼ�ɎǝƏɎ�ɯƺ�ɯƺȸƺ�ȅƏ�
ƬǝǣȇƺٮǕɖȇȇƺƳ�ƫɵ�Ə�JƺȸȅƏȇ�ƫȒȅƫƺȸٍ�Rƺ�ɯƏɀ�ɀȒ�ǼȒɯ�ɯƺ�ƬȒɖǼƳ�ȵǼƏǣȇǼɵ�ɀƺƺ�Ɏǝƺ�ǔȸȒȇɎ�
Ǖɖȇȇƺȸً�ˡȸǣȇǕ�ǔȸȒȅ�Ɏǝƺ�ȇȒɀƺ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�ȵǼƏȇƺِ� ɖǼǼƺɎɀ�ȸƏǣȇƺƳ�ƳȒɯȇ�ǣȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ȸȒƏƳ�ƏȸȒɖȇƳ�
ɖɀً�ƫɖɎ�ǔȒȸɎɖȇƏɎƺǼɵ�ȇȒ�ƳǣȸƺƬɎ�ǝǣɎɀٍ�X�ȒǔɎƺȇ�ɯȒȇƳƺȸ�ǣǔ�ǝƺ�ǝƏƳ�Ə�ƬƏȅƺȸƏ�ˡɎɎƺƳ�ƏȇƳ�ɯǝƏɎ�
ǝƺ�ɎȒǼƳ�ǝǣɀ�ȅƏɎƺɀ�ǣǔ�ǝƺ�ƺɮƺȸ�ǕȒɎ�ƫƏƬǸِ�Áǝƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇ�ɯƏɀ�ȇȒɎ�ǝǣɎ�ƫɖɎ�Ɏǝƺ�ɯǝƺƺǼ�ƫǣƺȸ�ɯƏɀِ�
The plane went over and Lionel and Charlie came out from their hiding place, be-
hind the gate pillars of St Christopher’s hospital and continued pushing the wheel 
bier up to the mortuary. 

Of course, the start of the war brought many unpleasant cases especially after air 
ȸƏǣƳɀ�Ȓȇ�Rx³�³ɖǼɎƏȇً�ɯǝƺȇ�³ɎɖǸƏ�(ǣɮƺ� Ȓȅƫƺȸɀ�ƬƏȅƺ�ƫƏƬǸ�ƏǕƏǣȇِ� ƺǣȇǕ�ǣȇ�ɯȒȸǸ�
the next day to pick up the pieces, it was a game of ‘guess work’ with body parts 
ǔȸȒȅ�¨ȒȸɎɀȅȒɖɎǝ�!ǣɎɵ�xȒȸɎɖƏȸɵِ�٢³Ȓȸȸɵً�ƫɖɎ�ɵȒɖ�ǴɖɀɎ�ȅƏƳƺ�ɖȵ�Ə�ɀƺɎٍ٣�

xɵ�ǼȒȇǕƺɀɎ�ȸƺȅȒɮƏǼɀ�ɯƺȸƺ�ǔȸȒȅ�³ǝƏɯً�zȒȸɎǝ�Ȓǔ��ǼƳǝƏȅ�ǣȇ�nƏȇƺɀ�٢Ɏǝǣɀ�ɯƏɀ�(ȸ�
Hilton’s Father), and Betws-y-coed, Wales - left home at midnight, wash and shave 
at swimming baths at 7am. Removal from Bangor Hospital, and home the next day. 
Hard going through the mountain roads, before motorways were built. 

Xȇ�ƫƺɎɯƺƺȇ�ǔɖȇƺȸƏǼ�ɯȒȸǸ�٢ƺƏȸǼɵ�ɯƏȸ�ɵƺƏȸɀ٣�X�ȅƏƳƺ�ƫǼƏƬǸȒɖɎ�ɀǝɖɎɎƺȸɀ�ɎȒ�ˡɎ�ɯǣȇƳȒɯɀ�ǣȇ�
most of the large houses in Osborn Road and West Street shops. In the evenings Mr 
Charlie Coghlan would visit the homes for the arrangement of funerals and I would 
ƬɵƬǼƺ�ƏǝƺƏƳ�ɯǣɎǝ�Ɏǝƺٻ�ƫǼƏƬǸ�ƫƏǕټ�ɎȒ�ɀƬȸƺɯ�ƳȒɯȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇِ�áƺ�ɮƺȸɵ�ȒǔɎƺȇ�ǝƏƳ�ɎȒ�
ɀǝƺǼɎƺȸ�ǔȸȒȅ�Ǖɖȇˡȸƺ�ƏȇƳ�ɀǝȸƏȵȇƺǼ�ƳɖȸǣȇǕ�ȸƏǣƳɀِ

3/16th 



The ‘number one’ funeral must be the Revd Frank Partridge, former Bishop of Ports-
mouth. Travelling from Bishopswood to Portsmouth Cathedral then on to East 
Meon for the interment. There had been heavy raids on Portsmouth hours before so 
we had to drive though bomb damaged streets in Old Portsmouth. 

I then had a spell with 102 Squadron -Bomber Command, (rather noisy after the 
peace of funerals) then back to where I left off. Business as usual with a few changes 
ɎȒ�ƬȒȅƺِ�Áǝƺ�ƫɖǣǼƳǣȇǕ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�!ǝƏȵƺǼ�Ȓǔ�«ƺɀɎ�ǣȇגדח׏��ƏȇƳ�ȸƺƏƳɵٮȅƏƳƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇɀٍ

Funeral of Fireman, Edgar Goble 1909 
Photo taken near to Lionel and Charlie 
Coghlan sheltered behind Cemetery gate during 
2nd world war from German plane



Richard Coghlan’s story 
as printed in SAIF insight May 2011

(ƺƏɎǝ�ɯƏɀ�ȇƺɮƺȸ�Ə�ɎƏƫȒȒ�ɀɖƫǴƺƬɎ�ǣȇ�Ȓɖȸ�ǔƏȅǣǼɵِ�
Having been born into a family of funeral directors with over 100 years of service 
to the Fareham families. 

When I was a kid I can remember playing in the yard, with all the different little 
ɯȒȸǸɀǝȒȵɀً�ƫȸǣƬǸɀً�ɀƏȇƳ�ȵǣɎً�ɯȒȒƳ�ɀɎȒȸƺً�ƫɖɎ�ȇƺɮƺȸ�ȸƺȅƺȅƫƺȸ�ɀƺƺǣȇǕ�Ə�ƬȒǔˡȇِ��Ɏ�
Ɏǝƺ�Ɏǣȅƺً�ǼǣǸƺ�ȅȒɀɎ�IɖȇƺȸƏǼ�(ǣȸƺƬɎȒȸɀ׎ד��ɵƺƏȸɀ�ƏǕȒ�ɯƺ�ɯƺȸƺ�ƏǼɀȒ�ƬƏƫǣȇƺɎ�ȅƏǸƺȸɀً�
ƏȇƳ�ƫɖǣǼƳƺȸɀٖ�ƳƺƬȒȸƏɎȒȸɀ�ً�ƏȇƳ�ƫƺǣȇǕ�Ɏǝƺ�ȒȇǼɵ�ƫɖɀǣȇƺɀɀ�ɯǝȒ�ƬȒɖǼƳ�ȅƏǸƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇɀِ�

Some funeral direc tors were only carriage masters, as they were the only 
business with vehicles. As I grew up, friends would ask, “what’s it like living in a 
ƬȒǔˡȇّټ��ȸƺ�ɵȒɖȸ�ƳȒȒȸ�ǝƏȇ�ƳǼƺɀً�ȒǼƳ�ƬȒǔˡȇ�ǝƏȇƳǼƺɀّټ�X�ȅɖɀɎ�ƬȒȇǔƺɀɀ�X�ǝƏɮƺ�ȇƺɮƺȸ�
ɎȸǣƺƳ�Ə�ƬȒǔˡȇ�ȒɖɎً�ç0Áٍ�

 ƺǣȇǕ�Əȇ�ȒǼƳ�ƺɀɎƏƫǼǣɀǝƺƳ�ˡȸȅ�X�ˡȇƳ�Ɏǝƺ�ȒǼƳ�ɀɎȒȸǣƺɀ�ǔƏɀƬǣȇƏɎǣȇǕً�Ɏǝƺ�ǝǣɀɎȒȸɵ�Ȓǔ�
Ɏǝƺ�ˡȸȅً�Ȓȇƺ�Ȓǔ�Ȓɖȸ�ƺȅȵǼȒɵƺȸɀ�ȸƺȅƺȅƫƺȸɀ�Ɏǝƺ�ǔȒǼǼȒɯǣȇǕ�XɎ�ɯƏɀ�ɯǝƺȇ�ȵɖɀǝǣȇǕ�Ə�
ƬȒǔˡȇ�ɎȒ�³Ɏ�!ǝȸǣɀɎȒȵǝƺȸټɀ�RȒɀȵǣɎƏǼ�ɎǝƏɎ�ɯƺ�ɯƺȸƺ�ȅƏ�ƬǝǣȇƺٮǕɖȇȇƺƳ�ƫɵ�Ə�JƺȸȅƏȇ�
ƫȒȅƫƺȸٍ�Rƺ�ɯƏɀ�ɀȒ�ǼȒɯ�ɯƺ�ƬȒɖǼƳ�ȵǼƏǣȇǼɵ�ɀƺƺ�Ɏǝƺ�ǔȸȒȇɎ�Ǖɖȇȇƺȸً�ˡȸǣȇǕ�ǔȸȒȅ�Ɏǝƺ�
nose of the plane. 

 ɖǼǼƺɎɀ�ȸƏǣȇƺƳ�ƳȒɯȇ�ǣȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ȸȒƏƳ�ƏȸȒɖȇƳ�ɖɀً�ƫɖɎ�ǔȒȸɎɖȇƏɎƺǼɵ�ȇȒ�ƳǣȸƺƬɎ�ǝǣɎɀٍ�X�ȒǔɎƺȇ�
ɯȒȇƳƺȸ�ǣǔ�ǝƺ�ǝƏƳ�Ə�ƬƏȅƺȸƏ�ˡɎɎƺƳ�ƏȇƳ�ɯǝƏɎ�ǝƺ�ɎȒǼƳ�ǝǣɀ�ȅƏɎƺɀ�ǣǔ�ǝƺ�ƺɮƺȸ�ǕȒɎ�ƫƏƬǸِ�
Áǝƺ�ƬȒǔˡȇ�ɯƏɀ�ȇȒɎ�ǝǣɎ�ƫɖɎ�Ɏǝƺ�ɯǝƺƺǼ�ƫǣƺȸ�ɯƏɀِ�Áǝƺ�ȵǼƏȇƺ�ɯƺȇɎ�Ȓɮƺȸ�ƏȇƳ�nǣȒȇƺǼ�
and Charlie came out from their hiding place, behind the gate pillars of St 
Christopher’s hospital and continued pushing the wheel bier up to the mortuary.

I can remember coming home from school, usually my father would be sitting in 
Ȓɖȸ�ǼȒɖȇǕƺ�ǝƏɮǣȇǕ�Ə�Ƭɖȵ�Ȓǔ�ɎƺƏً�ƫƺǔȒȸƺ�ǝƺ�ɯȒɖǼƳ�ȸɖɀǝ�Ȓǔǔ�ƳȒɯȇ�ƫƏƬǸ�ɎȒ�Ɏǝƺ�ȒǔˡƬƺ�
ǴɖɀɎא��ȅǣȇɖɎƺɀ�ƏɯƏɵ�ǔȸȒȅ�Ɏǝƺ�ǝȒɖɀƺِ�xɵ�ǔƏɎǝƺȸ�ƬȒɖǼƳ�ƬǝƏȇǕƺ�ǣȇɎȒ�ǝǣɀ�ɎƏǣǼɀ�ƏȇƳ�
ǔɖȇƺȸƏǼ�ɀɖǣɎ�ȷɖǣƬǸƺȸ�ɎǝƏȇ�ɀɖȵƺȸȅƏȇٍ�

By our front door was the black telephone, and next to it was a wind up 
ɎƺǼƺȵǝȒȇƺً�Ɏǝǣɀ�ɯȒɖǼƳ�ƫƺ�ɯȒɖȇƳ�ɎȒ�ƬȒȇɎƏƬɎ�Ɏǝƺ�ȒǔˡƬƺً�ƏȇƳ�ƫƏƬǸ�ƏɎ�Ɏǝƺ�ȒǔˡƬƺ�
ƏȇȒɎǝƺȸ�ɯǣȇƳ�ɖȵ�ȵǝȒȇƺ�ɎȒ�ƬȒȇɎƏƬɎ�Ȓɖȸ�ǝȒɖɀƺ�Ȓȸ�ȅɵ�JȸƏȇƳǔƏɎǝƺȸټɀ�ǝȒɖɀƺِ�X�ƬƏȇ�
ȸƺȅƺȅƫƺȸ�ȅɵ�ǔƏɎǝƺȸ�ƫƺ�ǣȇǕ�Ȓȇ�ƬƏǼǼגא��ǝȒɖȸɀ�Ə�ƳƏɵדהב��ƳƏɵɀ�Ə�ɵƺƏȸً�ȇȒ�ȸȒɎƏɀ�Ȓǔ�
staff like we have now a days. He could never be away from home. If he was 
ȇȒɎ�ƏɎ�ǝȒȅƺ�Ȓȸ�Ɏǝƺ�ȒǔˡƬƺً�ȅɵ�ȅɖȅ�ɯȒɖǼƳ�ǸȇȒɯ�ɯǝƺȸƺ�ǝƺ�ɯƏɀٍ�
Rƺ�ɯƏɀ�ƏǼɯƏɵɀ�ƬȒȇɎƏƬɎƏƫǼƺٍ



ÈȇǼǣǸƺ�ȅɵɀƺǼǔ�Əɀ�ɯǝƺȇ�X�ǴȒǣȇƺƳ�Ɏǝƺ�ˡȸȅ�ƏȇƳ�ǴɖɀɎ�ƫƺǔȒȸƺ�X�ǕȒɎ�ȅƏȸȸǣƺƳً�X�ȅȒɮƺƳ�ȒɖɎ�
ǔȸȒȅ�ǝȒȅƺً�ƏȇƳ�ȅɵ�ǝȒɖɀƺ�ǝƏƳ�ȇȒ�ȵǝȒȇƺ�ǔȒȸ�Ɏǝƺ�ˡȸɀɎ�ȅȒȇɎǝِ�X�ɯȒɖǼƳ�ɎƏǸƺ�Ə�ȵƏǕƺȸ�
home, the pager would bleep and I would have to run to the corner of the road to 
Ɏǝƺ�ȵǝȒȇƺ�ƫȒɴ�ƏȇƳ�ˡȇƳ�ȒɖɎ�ɯǝƏɎ�Ɏǝƺ�ȅƺɀɀƏǕƺ�ɯƏɀِ�

X�ƬƏȇ�Ɏǝƺȇ�ȸƺȅƺȅƫƺȸ�Ȓɖȸ�ˡȸȅ�ȵɖȸƬǝƏɀǣȇǕ�Ə�ƫȸǣƬǸ�Ȓǔ�Ə�ȵǝȒȇƺِ�XɎ�ɯƏɀ�ǕȸƺƏɎً�ǕƏɮƺ�
us so much more freedom. I can remember one Saturday being on a climbing 
ƬȒɖȸɀƺ�ǔȒȸ�Ɏǝƺ�³ƬȒɖɎɀ�ƏȇƳ�ǝƏǼǔ�ɯƏɵ�ɖȵ�Ɏǝƺ�ɯƏǼǼ�ƏȇƳ�Ɏǝƺ�ƫȸǣƬǸ�ǕȒǣȇǕ�Ȓǔǔٍ�X�ɀǝȒɖɎƺƳ�
�ǔɎ�ɖȵ�Ə�ƬǼǣȅƫǣȇǕ�ɯƏǼǼِ׎ב��X�Ɏǝƺȇ�ƏȸȸƏȇǕƺƳ�Ə�ǔɖȇƺȸƏǼ�ɯǝǣǼƺ�ɎǣƺƳ�ɎȒ�Ə�ȸȒȵƺٺƺǼƏɵ�ȅƺٍ ٹ
Áǝƺ�ƏƳɮƺȇɎ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�ȅȒ�ƫǣǼƺ�ȵǝȒȇƺ�ǣɀ�ǕȸƺƏɎٍ� ÈÁ�ƫƺǣȇǕ�ƳǣȸƺƬɎȒȸ�Ȓǔ�Ə�ɀȅƏǼǼ�ƫɖɀɵ�
funeral directors, you are never far from your clients. Being heavily involved with 
³ƬȒɖɎɀ�ƏȇƳ�Ɏǝƺ�(ɖǸƺ�Ȓǔ�0Ƴ�ǣȇƫɖȸǕǝ�ƏɯƏȸƳً�ƏȇƳ�ƫƺǣȇǕ�ƏɯƏɵ�ɖȵ�Ɏǝƺ�ȅȒɖȇɎƏǣȇɀ�
ȅƏȇɵ�Ə�ɯƺƺǸƺȇƳً�Ɏǝƺ�ȵȸȒƫǼƺȅ�Ȓǔ�ƳƺƏɎǝ�ȇƺɮƺȸ�ɀɎȒȵɀٍ�

And I have spoken to many clients while being on Scout activities (Unbeknown 
to them) Up the mountains, in remote parts of Scotland, or sleeping the night in 
Ə�ǝǣǸƺ�ɎƺȇɎ�ƏɎ�Ɏǝƺ�ǼȒƬƏǼ�³ƬȒɖɎ�ɯȒȒƳɀً�ƏȇƳ�ǝƏɮǣȇǕ�ɎȒ�ɯǣɿ�ƫƏƬǸ�ɎȒ�Ɏǝƺ�ȒǔˡƬƺ�ƏɎא�Əȅً�
ɖȇƳƺȸɎƏǸƺ�Ə�ȸƺȅȒɮƏǼً�ǕȒ�ƫƏƬǸ�ɎȒ�ȅɵ�ɎƺȇɎً�ƏȇƳ�ƳȒ�ˢƏǕ�ƫȸƺƏǸ�ɯǣɎǝ�Ɏǝƺ�³ƬȒɖɎɀ�ƏɎ�
8am pretending nothing had happened during the night. Besides communica-
tions the main change I have seen is the families having more op tions and choice 
of what they want.

When I became a funeral director in 
��ȅɵ�ǔƏɎǝƺȸ�ɀƺȇɎ�ȅƺ�ɎȒ�ɯȒȸǸ�ǔȒȸ�Ɏǝƺًדוח׏
��ƏɎ�kǣȇǕɀɎȒȇٺÁǝƺ�JȸƺƏɎ�³ȒɖɎǝƺȸȇ�JȸȒɖȵٹ
upon Thames with “Frederick Paines”, 
this was a great work opportunity, Each 
ƳƏɵ�Ɏǝƺ�ˡȸȅ�ƳȒǣȇǕڷ׎א��ǔɖȇƺȸƏǼɀ�ǣȇ�Ɏǝƺ�
³ȒɖɎǝ�áƺɀɎ�Ȓǔ�nȒȇƳȒȇِ�Áǝƺɵ�ǝƏƳڷ׎א��
ȒǔˡƬƺ�ƫȸƏȇƬǝƺɀ�ǣȇ�Ɏǝƺ�ƏȸƺƏ�ƏȇƳ�ƏǼɀȒ�
owned a few crematori ums. Even 
though Mr Edward Field owned this 
large company he would take an inter est 
in all his employees, visiting them every 
few months. 

Over the year I experienced l000’s of 
different areas in the funeral busi ness, 
whether it be at a service, a London 
ȅȒȸɎɖƏȸɵً�ƳȸǣɮǣȇǕ�ǣȇ�nȒȇƳȒȇ�ɎȸƏǔˡƬً�ƏȇƳ�
the awful London smog, where you 
could not see from lamp post to lamp 
post, and many different faiths. It was a 
real baptism to the funeral industry.



RƏɮǣȇǕ�ƺɴȵƺȸǣƺȇƬƺƳ�Ɏǝǣɀً�X�ǔƺǼɎ�ǣɎ�ȸǣǕǝɎ�ɎǝƏɎ�ȅɵ�³Ȓȇ�(Əȇ�ɀǝȒɖǼƳ�ƳȒ�Ɏǝƺ�ɀƏȅƺ�ɀȒȸɎ�Ȓǔ�
ap prenticeship, which he did, working for “Cribbs” Soon after, I married Pippa, my 
very understanding wife. A funeral director’s wife has to be very understanding, 
having to be woken up at 2am and then the husband ar riving back at 4am only to 
ƫƺ�ɯȒǸƺȇ�ɖȵ�ƏǕƏǣȇ�ƏɎה�Əȅ�ǔȒȸ�ɯȒȸǸِ

³ȒȒȇ�ƏǔɎƺȸ�X�ɯƏɀ�ȅƏȸȸǣƺƳ�X�ɎȒȒǸ�Ɏǝƺ�Iɖ�ȇƺȸƏǼ�ƳǣȸƺƬɎȒȸټɀ�(ǣȵǼȒȅƏً�Ɏǝǣɀ�ɯƏɀ�Ə�ǕȸƺƏɎ�
ɀɎȸɖǕǕǼƺ�ǔȒȸ�ȅƺ�ƫƺǣȇǕٹ�(ɵɀǼƺɴǣƬٺ�ƫɖɎً�ɎǝƏȇǸɀ�ɎȒ�ȅɵ�ƏȵȵȸƺȇɎǣƬƺɀǝǣȵ�ɯǣɎǝٹ�IȸƺƳƺȸǣƬǸ�
Paines” and a wonderful teacher “Harry Bodinick” from Portsmouth I passed my 
(ǣȵǼȒȅƏِ�

!ȒȅǣȇǕ�ǔȸȒȅ�Ə�ɮƺȸɵ�ɎȸƏƳǣɎǣȒȇƏǼ�ˡȸȅ�Ȓǔ�ǔɖȇƺȸƏǼ�ƳǣȸƺƬɎȒȸɀً�ɯƺ�ǝƏɮƺ�ɀƺƺȇ�ȅƏȇɵ�
changes, and I know my Father has found some of these changes hard (He still 
occasionally helps out at funerals at the age of 83). Now a days the family choose 
what they want rather than the funeral director telling the family what they can 
have.

«ǣƬǝƏȸƳً�ɀȒȒȇ�ƏǔɎƺȸ�ǝƺ�ǴȒǣȇƺƳ�Ɏǝƺ�ˡȸȅ

My Father would never have been 
ɀƺƺȇ�ƳƺƏƳ�ǣȇ�Ə�ƬƏȸƳƫȒƏȸƳ�ƬȒǔˡȇٍ�
Woodland burials did not happen 30 
years ago, Fu neral services at Hotels 
ȸƏɎǝƺȸ�ɎǝƏȇ�!ǝɖȸƬǝƺɀً�!Ȓǔˡȇ�
brochures and prices on the 
ǣȇɎƺȸȇƺɎٍ�

My father would say “What is the 
ǣȇɎƺȸȇƺɎّٺ�¨Ȓɯƺȸ�ȵȒǣȇɎ�ȵȸȒ�ǴƺƬɎǣȒȇɀ�
Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ�ǔɖȇƺȸƏǼ�ɀƺȸɮǣƬƺٍ�¨ȸǣȇɎƺƳ�ɀƺȸɮǣƬƺ�
ɀǝƺƺɎɀً�áǣƬǸƺȸ�ƬȒǔˡȇɀً�Ə�¨ǣȇǸ�RƺƏȸɀƺٍ�
!ǣɮǣǼ�ǔɖȇƺȸƏǼɀٍ�áȒȅƺȇ�ƬȒȇƳɖƬɎ�ǣȇǕ�
funerals. My father would say “Ev ery 
funeral must be a Traditional 
Chris tian funeral, what else is there?



I believe now a days we should embrace all of these changes, as independent family 
ˡȸȅɀ�ɯƺ�ƬƏȇ�Ȓǔǔƺȸ�ȵǼƺȇɎɵ�Ȓǔ�ƬǝȒǣƬƺ�ƏȇƳ�ȅȒȸƺً�áƺ�ƬƏȇ�Ȓǔǔƺȸ�ɯǝƏɎ�Ɏǝƺ�ǔƏȅǣǼɵ�ɯƏȇɎً�Ə�ƬǣɮǣǼ�
funeral, a woodland burial, Service sheets printed in-house, all kinds of music, a lady 
funeral director, I am very privileged to have an excellent lady funeral director, who can 
ƏǼɀȒ�ƳƺƬǣȵǝƺȸ�ȅɵ�(ɵɀǼƺɴǣƬ�ɀȵƺǼǼǣȇǕٍٍ�³ƏǼǼɵ�ǣɀ�ƏǼɀȒ�³ȒɖɎǝƺȸȇ��ȸƺƏ�(ǣȸƺƬɎȒȸ�Ȓǔ�Ɏǝƺ� XI(�
٢ ȸǣɎǣɀǝ�XȇɀɎǣɎɖɎƺ�Ȓǔ�IɖȇƺȸƏǼ�(ǣȸƺƬɎȒȸɀ٣�ɯǝǣƬǝ�ƺȇƬȒȅȵƏɀɀƺɀ�ƏǼǼ�Ɏǝƺ�(ǣȵǼȒȅƏ�ǝȒǼƳƺȸɀ�ƏȇƳ�
ɎǝȒɀƺ�ɯǣɎǝ�ƺȷɖǣɮƏǼƺȇɎ�ȷɖƏǼǣˡƬƏɎǣȒȇɀِ
 
 ƺǣȇǕ�Ə�ƳƺɮȒɖɎ�!ǝȸǣɀɎǣƏȇً�X�ˡȇƳ�ǣɎ�ƳǣǔˡƬɖǼɎ�ɎǝƏɎ�ȅƏȇɵ�ȵƺȒȵǼƺ�ɎǝǣȇǸ�ɎǝƏɎ�hƺɀɖɀ�ǣɀ�ǴɖɀɎ�Ə�
ɀɯƺƏȸ�ɯȒȸƳٍ� ɖɎ�ɯǝȒ�Əȸƺ�ɯƺ�ɎȒ�ǴɖƳǕƺً�ɯƺ�ƳȒ�ȇȒɎ�ǸȇȒɯ�ɯǝƏɎ�ȵƺȒȵǼƺټɀ�ƫƺǼǣƺǔɀ�Əȸƺِ�³Ȓ�
ȅɖƬǝ�ɀȒً�X�ǔƺǼɎ�ǣɎ�ȸǣǕǝɎ�ɎȒ�ƫƺƬȒȅƺ�Ə�ɎȸƏǣȇƺƳ�ƏȇƳ�ȷɖƏǼǣˡƺƳ�!ǣɮǣǼ�IɖȇƺȸƏǼ�!ƺǼƺƫȸƏȇɎِ�XɎ�ǣɀ�ɖȵ�
to the families, what they want. We as funeral directors should not dictate what fami-
lies can and can’t have.

When we have school teenagers visiting our premises, I always say a funeral is a very 
personal service and is different for each person, and that includes the funeral service 
and words. 

Having been involved in funeral directing for so long and the knowledge that has 
been passed down to me, I feel very privileged. To be helping people in one of their 
most trying times of there lives, also I am in the position of being able to pass on my 
ǸȇȒɯǼƺƳǕƺ�Ȓǔ�ǔɖȇƺȸƏǼ�ƳǣȸƺƬɎǣȇǕ�ȒɎǝƺȸɀً�ˡȸɀɎǼɵ�ȅɵ�ɎɯȒ�ƬǝǣǼƳȸƺȇ�ɯǝȒ�ǝƺǼȵ�ȅƺ�ǣȇ�Ɏǝƺ�
ƫɖɀǣȇƺɀɀٕ�³Ȓȵǝǣƺ�ƏȇƳ�(Əȇً�ƏȇƳ�ƏǼɀȒ�ƫƺǣȇǕ�Ə�ȷɖƏǼǣˡƺƳ�zàª��ɀɀƺɀɀȒȸً�ɯǣɎǝ�Ɏǝƺ�z�I(ً�
٢zƏɎǣȒȇƏǼ��ɀɀȒƬǣƏɎǣȒȇ�Ȓǔ�IɖȇƺȸƏǼ�(ǣȸƺƬɎȒȸɀ٣�ǝƺǼȵǣȇǕ�ɎǝȒɀƺ�ȇƺɯ�ɎȒ�Ɏǝƺ�ƫɖɀǣȇƺɀɀ�ِ

The one thing I do not like about the 
present funeral directors industry is the 
competi tion against the large 
corporations and the Coroners contract, 
which is fought over be tween companies. 
This rivalry between fu neral directors is 
not pleasant. We are there for bereaved 
families, to serve them, to give them the 
ǝƺǼȵ�Ɏǝƺɵ�ȇƺƺƳ�ǣȇ�Ɏǝƺǣȸ�Ƴǣǔˡ�ƬɖǼɎ�Ɏǣȅƺɀِ�
I am so grateful for the help our old 
established family funeral directors in 
the local area give us, the way we get 
on well together, and the traditional 
values we offer to our families, I wish all 
funeral di rectors could work well 
together, like we do, and serve the 
families and the communities we 
work amongst.

Richard while on a Duke of Edinbugh Award Exped in Scotland, typing up a Civil Funeral Service



Article in Guardian





Vehicles of M. Coghlan Ltd
Wheel Bier used for Tom Parkers 
ǔɖȇƺȸƏǼאזח׏�

Austin Princes Hearse, similar 
ɎȒ�Ɏǝƺ�ˡȸɀɎ�ǝƺƏȸɀƺ�ɯƺ�ȵɖȸƬǝƏɀƺƳ�
�הוח׏



Old Photos

0ƳǕƏȸ�JȒƫǼƺח׎ח׏�

«ǣǕǝɎ�«ƺɮ�¨ƏȸɎȸǣƳǕƺ׏גח׏�� ǣɀǝȒȵ�Ȓǔ�¨ȒȸɎɀȅȒɖɎǝ�



Building of New Garage, about 1977

Richard Coghlan & Bob Forder (Builder Forman)



Horse drawn funeral outside Holy 
Trinity Church 2007

Sophie King Nee Coghlan, Sally Walton Richard & 
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/ǔ��ǔŰ�Ǖ���)Ǖ���

• 1754 John Coghlan born in Bantry Bay, S. Ireland 
��hȒǝȇ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�ƬƏȅƺ�ɎȒ�¨ȒȸɎƬǝƺɀɎƺȸ�ƏǔɎƺȸ�ɀǝǣȵȵǣȇǕ�IȸƺȇƬǝ�ȵȸǣɀȒȇƺȸɀהחו׏ •

of war 
• from Ireland 
��xǣƬǝƏƺǼ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇً�ɯǝȒ�ɀɎƏȸɎƺƳ�Ɏǝƺ�ˡȸȅ�ɯƏɀ�ƫȒȸȇז�בז׏ •
��xǣƬǝƏƺǼ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�ȅƺȇɎǣȒȇƺƳ�ǣȇ�ÁȸƏƳƺ�(ǣȸƺƬɎȒȸɵ�ƏɎ�¨ȒȸɎǼƏȇƳ�³ɎȸƺƺɎודז׏ •
• Fareham 
��Iǣȸȅ�ƺɀɎƏƫǼǣɀǝƺƳ׏הז׏ •
• 1880 Oldest written records, which have been kept 
��חזז׏ •ǔˡƬƺ�ȅȒɮƺƳ�ǔȸȒȅ�¨ȒȸɎǼƏȇƳ�³ɎȸƺƺɎ�ɎȒ�áƺɀɎƫɖȸɵ�«Ƴ�
-�ƺȅټáȒȸǸ�RȒɖɀƺٻ��x!n�ǕƏǣȇƺƳ�ƬȒȇɎȸƏƬɎ�ɎȒ�ƬƏȸȸɵ�ȒɖɎ�ǔɖȇƺȸƏǼɀ�ǔȒȸה׎ח׏ •
ȵǼȒɵƺƺɀ�³אבח׏�ȒɖɎǝƏȅȵɎȒȇ�!ȸƺȅƏɎȒȸǣɖȅ�ȒȵƺȇƺƳ�

��ɵƺƏȸɀ�ǣȇ�Ɏǝƺבה��nǣȒȇƺǼ�0ɎǝƺȸǣȇǕɎȒȇ�ɀɎƏȸɎƺƳ�ɯȒȸǸǣȇǕ�ǔȒȸ�x!n�٢ɀȵƺȇɎובח׏ •
ˡȸȅהגח׏�٣�!ǝƏȸǼƺɀ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�ƫȸȒɖǕǝɎ�ǝǣɀ�ˡȸɀɎ�ƬƏȸ�

��hȒǝȇ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�ɀɎƏȸɎƺƳ�ɯȒȸǸǣȇǕ�ǔȒȸ�x�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�nɎƳו�גח׏ •
��áȒȸǸ�ɀɎƏȸɎɀ�Ȓȇ�!ǝƏȵƺǼ�Ȓǔ�«ƺɀɎ�ƏɎ�ȵȸƺȅǣɀƺɀאדח׏ •
�ǝƏȵƺǼ�ǣɀ�ȒȵƺȇƺƳ!�גדח׏ •
��hȒǝȇ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�ȵƏɀɀƺɀ�0ȅƫƏǼȅǣȇǕ�ƺɴƏȅזדח׏ •
�ȒȸɎƬǝƺɀɎƺȸ�!ȸƺȅƏɎȒȸǣɖȅ�ȒȵƺȇƺƳ¨�זדח׏ •
�ƺɎƺȸ�«ȒɯǼƏɎɎ�ɀɎƏȸɎƺƳ�ɯȒȸǸǣȇǕ�ǔȒȸ�x!n¨�זדח׏ •
��hȒǝȇ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�ȵƏɀɀƺɀ�I(�(ǣȵǼȒȅƏזהח׏ •
�ǣƬǝƏȸƳ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�ɀɎƏȸɎƺƳ�ƏȵȵȸƺȇɎǣƬƺɀǝǣȵ�ƏɎ�nȒȇƳȒȇ�ǔɖȇƺȸƏǼ�ƳǣȸƺƬɎȒȸ»�דוח׏ •
• F W Paynes 
�ǝƏȸǼƺɀ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�ƳǣƺƳ!�הוח׏ •
��x!n�ȵɖȸƬǝƏɀƺɀ�ˡȸɀɎ�ǝƺƏȸɀƺהוח׏ •
�ǣƬǝƏȸƳ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�ǴȒǣȇƺƳ�x�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�nɎƳ»�הוח׏ •
ǣƬǝƏȸƳ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�ȵƏɀɀƺɀ�I(�(ǣȵǼȒȅƏ»�׎זח׏ •
��x!n�ƫȸȒɖǕǝɎ�ˡȸɀɎ�ȅȒƫǣǼƺ�ȵǝȒȇƺדזח׏ •
��x!n�ƫȸȒɖǕǝɎ�ˡȸɀɎ�ƬȒȅȵɖɎƺȸהזח׏ •
�ɀ�ǝɖɀƫƏȇƳ٣�ɀɎƏȸɎƺƳ�ɯȒȸǸ�ǔȒȸ�x�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇټ�JƺȒǔǔ�!ȒǼǼǣȇɀ�٢hɖǼǣƏ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇוזח׏ •
nɎƳ׎חח׏��JƺȒǔǔ�!ȒǼǼǣȇɀ�ȵƏɀɀƺɀ�I(�(ǣȵǼȒȅƏ�

��׏חח׏ •ǔˡƬƺ�ǣɀ�ȅȒɮƺƳ�ƏƬȸȒɀɀ�ɵƏȸƳ�ɎȒ�ƫƺ�ȇƺɴɎ�ɎȒ�!ǝƏȵƺǼ�
��³ƏǼǼɵ�áƏǼɎȒȇ�ǴȒǣȇƺƳ�x!nً�Ȓɖȸ�ˡȸɀɎ�ǼƏƳɵ�ǔɖȇƺȸƏǼ�ƳǣȸƺƬɎȒȸזחח׏ •
��x!n�ȵȸȒƳɖƬƺɀ�ˡȸɀɎ�ǣȇɎƺȸȇƺɎ�ȵƏǕƺɀחחח׏ •
��³ƏǼǼɵ�áƏǼɎȒȇ�ȵƏɀɀƺɀ�I(�(ǣȵǼȒȅƏג׎׎א •
��³Ȓȵǝǣƺ�kǣȇǕ�ȇƺƺ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�ɀɎƏȸɎƺƳ�ɯȒȸǸǣȇǕ�ȵƏȸɎ�Ɏǣȅƺח׎׎א •
�Əȇ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�ɀɎƏȸɎƺƳ�ɯȒȸǸǣȇǕ�ǔɖǼǼ�Ɏǣȅƺ)�׎׏׎א •
• 2011 M Coghlan Ltd is 150 years old 
��³Ȓȵǝǣƺ�kǣȇǕ�ȇƺƺ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇً�ǝƏɀ�ƬǝǣǼƳȸƺȇ�ۭ�ɀɎƺȵɀ�ƳȒɯȇ׏׏׎א •
• 2012 Colin Hayward and Peter Rowlatt Retire 
�nǣȒȇƺǼ�0ɎǝƺȸǣȇǕɎȒȇ�(ǣƺɀא׏׎אٮא׏ٮ׎ב��hȒǝȇ�!ȒǕǝǼƏȇ�(ǣƺɀא׏׎א •
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As I continued to work in the profession John would periodically invite me 
to a Thursday lunch time Rotary meeting. I can remember when John and 
Sylvia were on holiday, I would have to take the rotary apologies, John did 
this duty for some 20 years, and he was the longest surviving member of 
the Fareham Rotary Club, 43 years. Certainly from the email messages 
I have had, he was a greatly loved member of the club, serving the club 
to the end.


